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Synopsis

"A powerful book, crowded with telling details and shrewd observations." A & "Michael Kazin, New
York Times Book ReviewThis original, deeply researched history shows the transcontinentals to be
pivotal actors in the making of modern America. But the triumphal myths of the golden spike, robber
barons larger than life, and an innovative capitalism all die here. Instead we have a new vision of

the Gilded Age, often darkly funny, that shows history to be rooted in failure as well as success.
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Customer Reviews

On May 10, 1869 at Promontory Summit, Utah, the lines of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific
Railroads were symbolically linked together to celebrate the completion of the first transcontinental
railroad. An iconic photograph celebrates this event. Once viewed as a seminal moment in the
making of the United States and the West, the events at Promontory Summit and their aftermath
receive a great deal of critical attention in Richard White’s provocative and polemical book,
"Railroaded: The Transcontinentals and the Making of Modern America" (2011). White, the winner
of a MacArthur Award and the Parkman Prize is the Margaret Byrne Professor of American History

at Stanford University. He has written extensively on the American West.Much in this book will be



familiar to students of the post-Civil War Gilded Age of American history. White’s history differs from
most accounts in its virtually unilateral criticism of the building of transcontinental railroads in the
West. White claims the transcontinentals were built far too early when they were not needed, were
drastically overbuilt, corruptly financed, and incompetently managed. They destroyed the
environment and the Indian tribes, contributed to depressions and economic dislocation, and
promoted poor land use and poor settlement patterns in the West. White concludes (p. 517): "The
issue is not whether railroads should have been built. The issue is whether they should have been
built when and where they were built. And to those questions the answer seems no. Quite literally, if
the country had not built transcontinental railroads, it might not have needed them until much later,
when it could have built them more cheaply, more efficiently, and with fewer social and political

costs.

Most railroad books have far too little solid information about railroading, and far too much nostalgia
about steam engines. Thus Mr. White’s book comes as a refreshing and very welcome contrast.The
book genuinely is about railroading, and it is an important book about understanding the origins of
the big western roads. It considers railroading from many, many points of view. It also has - perhaps
not entirely intentionally - stunning relevance to America’s contemporary financial and political
problems. On those grounds alone it can be recommended not merely to those interested in
railroads, but to anyone interested in financial skulduggery and the corrupting effect it has on
political institutions. Some things never change.This book is a good book, perhaps even a very
good book.lIt could have been a great book, or maybe volume | of a great work on the
railroads.Chapter 3, pages 93 - 133, entitled "Friends", is a thing of genius, and worth the entire
price of the book.Chapter 4, pages 140 - 178, entitled "Spatial Politics" is very nearly as good.There
are weaknesses, however.First, the story ends too soon.What happened afterward? No
epilogue?How did those struggling roads of the 1890’s become the powerhouses of the 20th
Century? Volume Il is clearly required.What about those other transcontinentals, the Canadian
Northern and the Grand Trunk Pacific? The book discusses every other transcontinental.Second,
the writing in the chapters concerning labour disputes might have benefited from greater restraint:
The facts speak for themselves, very starkly. They would speak even more starkly without varnish.

Download to continue reading...

Railroaded: The Transcontinentals and the Making of Modern America Soap Making: 365 Days of
Soap Making (Soap Making, Soap Making Books, Soap Making for Beginners, Soap Making Guide,
Soap Making Recipes, Soap Making Supplies): Soap Making Recipes for 365 Days Jewelry Making:


http://orleanswer.com/en-us/read-book/5MG2N/railroaded-the-transcontinentals-and-the-making-of-modern-america.pdf?r=RcbTes3kQXd3bc9hd4rWX8Mbj9ykgmqbdhk7xrPTtGo%3D

Jewelry Making Instructions to Easily Create Beautiful Pendants, Bracelets, Earrings, and
Necklaces (Jewelry Making Books, jewelry making for dummies, jewelry making tools) Jewelry
Making: 33 Tips and Advices For Making Unique Earrings (jewelry making, jewelry making books,
jewelry making kits) Wine Making: Beginner Wine Making! The Ultimate Guide to Making Delicious
Wine at Home (Home Brew, Wine Making, Red Wine, White Wine, Wine Tasting, Cocktails, ...
Vodka recipes, Jello Shots Beer Brewing) Soap Making Bible: 365 Days of Healthy and Organic
Soap Making Recipes for your Body & Top 100 Herbal and Vegetable Do-It-Yourself Soap Making
Recipes for your Body Wine Making: 14 Amazing Recipes for Beginners - The Ultimate Guide to
Making Delicious and Organic Wine at Home! (Home Brew, Wine Making, Wine Recipes) Making a
Modern Tactical Folder: Tips on How to Make a Folding Knife: Learn how to make a folding knife
with Allen Elishewitz. Knife making tips, supplies ... how to make custom tactical folding knives. The
Making of the Modern Gulf States: Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Oman (The
making of the Middle East) Kama Sutra: Your Desire of Love Making with the best essential Kama
Sutra love Making Techniques, Ancient, Modern Touch! (Kama Sutra Series Book 1) The Making of
Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism and the Modern State (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) The
Making of Modern Belize: Politics, Society and British Colonialism in Central America (Cambridge
Commonwealth Series) Indians and Letftists in the Making of Ecuador’'s Modern Indigenous
Movements (Latin America Otherwise) The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, Crime, and the
Making of Modern Urban America Modern Essentials Bundle - Modern Essentials *7th Edition* a
Contemporary Guide to the Therapeutic Use of Essential Oils, an Intro to Modern Essentials,
Reference Card, and Aroma Designs Bookmark The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship in
Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in Modern America) No Man’s Land: Jamaican
Guestworkers in America and the Global History of Deportable Labor (Politics and Society in
Modern America) Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America’s First Encounter with
Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Modern America) For All These Rights: Business, Labor, and
the Shaping of America’s Public-Private Welfare State (Politics and Society in Modern America)
History of Modern Latin America: 1800 to the Present (Wiley Blackwell Concise History of the
Modern World)

Dmca


http://orleanswer.com/en-us/dmca

